TURNING POINT

Winning The Race To Zero-Emissions Transportation by Accelerating Electrification
in the Southeastern United States
The transportation sector is the single largest source of carbon
emissions in the U.S. To prevent the most catastrophic climate
change scenarios, we must slash transportation emissions
now. We know how to do it: by switching to electric cars,
trucks, and buses. The technologies are already available and
largely affordable. Still, electrification is happening too slowly,
and particularly so in the Southeastern United States.
Momentum at the federal level presents a window
of opportunity: In August 2021, President Biden set
a target for 50% of all new vehicles sold in 2030 to
be zero-emissions vehicles (ZEV). At the same time,
the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and U.S.
Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic
Safety Administration (NHTSA) proposed emissions
standards for passenger cars and light-duty trucks through
Model Year 2026.

EVS, ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE, AND EQUITY
Lower-income, minority, and other historically disadvantaged
people suffer most from transportation pollution. They live in
the shadow of highways rammed through their neighborhoods,
next to truck depots, or under the smokestacks of industrial
facilities. These communities also typically pay larger shares
of their incomes for transportation and drive older cars that
cost more to fuel and maintain. Transitioning to EVs is a winwin: It will dramatically cut pollution and improve health in
these communities – while also cutting the long-term costs of
transportation. Turning Point will work with these communities
to accelerate the transition.

Significant political barriers hamper progress in the Southeast, but openings like Georgia Governor Brian Kemp’s July 2021
announcement of the state’s Electric Mobility and Innovation Alliance and the substantial manufacturing investments of Arrival, a
maker of electric buses and trucks, in North Carolina signal that now is the time for a full-court press. The transition to electrified
transportation presents the region with immense potential: good jobs from an influx of investments, a transition process that
ameliorates inequity, and healthier communities.
Seizing this opportunity requires action from non-partisan organizations that can provide evidenced-based guidance; work with
policymakers, utilities, municipalities, and fleet operators to highlight opportunities for change; engage communities to create
a more equitable transportation system; and produce science-based media campaigns to move consumer opinion. Our multipronged regional approach will create a model for the nation and bring about the turning point for a federal ZEV mandate.

Our Goals
Through a phased approach, starting with primed states and expanding to the whole region, our efforts will ultimately contribute
sufficient momentum to:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Ensure that half of all new passenger cars and every school bus sold in the Southeast will be electric by 2030.
Put the region – and the nation – on a path towards 100% electric vehicle (EV) sales by 2035 and zero emissions from all road
transportation by 2050.
Cut cumulative CO2 emissions by more than 160 million metric tonnes by 2030 – equivalent to the emissions from 40 coal-fired
power plants in one year.
Provide cleaner air and improved health, especially in historically disadvantaged communities.
Reduce the racial and economic inequities that have undermined other attempts to fight climate change.
Increase EV manufacturing in the Southeast to create quality jobs and boost the economy by eliminating regional resource
leakage caused by fuel imports.

Our Approach
•
•
•
•

Guide governments and utilities in developing policies
and programs for equitable infrastructure deployment and
strategies to accelerate vehicle adoption.
Create and deploy messaging to all communities,
including underserved and rural communities, that boosts
demand for EVs among a diverse customer base.
Launch an EV showcase roadshow, targeting local
governments, fleet operators, and consumers to support
them in their purchasing decisions and accelerate demand.
Use model programs, purchasing platforms, and innovative
financing to electrify public and private fleets, catalyzing
early adoption at scale.

THE HEALTHIER FUTURE OF FLEETS
Replacing entire fleets of vehicles (such as delivery vans,
garbage trucks, buses, and taxis) with electric vehicles is a
major opportunity to cut emissions – and, in many cases, to
lower operating and maintenance costs. Fleets are ideal for
electrification and a target of Turning Point because these
vehicles typically return to a central depot for easy charging
while traveling more miles than personal vehicles over the
course of a year.

Why Turning Point?
•
•
•
•

The Electrification Coalition has conducted thousands of EV test drives.
EVHybridNoire has created a network of more than 3,000 largely Black and LatinX EV drivers and enthusiasts.
The Southern Alliance for Clean Energy has activated major utilities to make investments in EV infrastructure.
The World Resources Institute is bringing clean electric school buses to thousands of school districts and is drawing on its
extensive domestic and international eMobility research.

